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ABSTRACT 
 

The objective of this study was to find out problems in mastering 
vocabulary faced by seventh grade students of SMPN Satu Atap 
Fatumetan, NTT. The subjects of this study were 47 students classified 
into two classes i.e. VIIA & VIIB. This study used qualitative method. The 
writer used questionnaire and observation to gain the data. All the data 
were analyzed descriptively. The findings showed that problems faced by 
the students in mastering vocabulary were: first, the assumption of the 
students about English in which they thought English is difficult. Second, 
the way to pronounce English words. Third, lack of the mastery of English 
alphabets in spelling the words. Fourth, grammatical form such as 
affixation. Fifth, the confusion of using the words in the appropriate 
context. Sixth, lack of teacher motivation. Seventh lack of teaching method 
or variation and the last learning facilities were limited. 
 
 
Key words: English vocabulary mastery, kinds of vocabulary, vocabulary 

levels, vocabulary development.  
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ABSTRAK 
 

Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengetahui masalah dalam 
penguasaan kosakata yang dihadapi oleh siswa kelas tujuh SMPN Satu 
Atap Fatumetan, NTT. Subjek penelitian ini adalah 47 siswa yang 
dibagikan ke dalam dua kelas yaitu VIIA & VIIB. Penelitian ini 
menggunakan metode kualitatif. Penulis menggunakan kuesioner dan 
observasi untuk mendapatkan data. Semua data dianalisis secara 
deskriptif. Temuan menunjukkan bahwa masalah yang dihadapi oleh 
siswa dalam menguasai kosakata adalah: pertama, asumsi siswa tentang 
bahasa Inggris di mana mereka berpikir bahwa bahasa Inggris sulit. 
Kedua, cara mengucapkan kata-kata bahasa Inggris. Ketiga, kurangnya 
penguasaan alphabet bahasa Inggris sehingga kesulitan dalam mengeja 
kata. Keempat, bentuk gramatikal seperti afiksasi. Kelima, kebingungan 
menggunakan kata-kata dalam konteks yang sesuai. Keenam, kurangnya 
motivasi guru. Ketujuh kurangnya metode pengajaran atau variasi 
mengajar dan terakhir fasilitas belajar terbatas. 
 
 
Kata kunci: Penguasaan kosakata bahasa Inggris, jenis-jenis kosa kata, 

tingkatan kosakata, pengembangan kosa kata. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION  

 

A. Background of the Study 

Language is one of important things in our life. It is what 

human needs in daily activities because language is a tool to 

communicate, interact, understand, and express ideas with each 

other. Nowadays, English is one of the languages that mostly used 

in the world and it is known as an international language. 

Indonesia is one of the developing countries, which put 

English as a compulsory subject in educational curriculum. 

According Dardjowidjojo (2000: 22-23) cited in Sari (2014), the 

history of teaching English as a foreign language in Indonesia lies 

long since Dutch colonial times, but English is officially taught as a 

foreign language in Indonesian schools (Junior High School, Senior 

High School and universities) along with the publication of the 

Decree of the Minister of Education and Culture No. 096 of 1967 

which stated:  

1. English is the first foreign language to be taught formally 

starting from Junior High School up to university level. 

2. The aim of English teaching is to develop students‟ 

communicative competence. 



2 
 

3. English competencies to be developed comprise reading, 

listening, writing, and speaking. 

English is a foreign language because it is not used to 

communicate in daily life. It is taught at schools and university 

levels as one of an important subjects to let Indonesian students 

understand this global language; able to use this language both in 

spoken and written. In several countries, English is put as a second 

language in which mostly people of these countries use English in a 

formal occasion. In Indonesia, English is expected to be used to 

communicate with other countries to get a good relationship in 

many sectors. However, not all Indonesian people speak English 

even most of educated people are still lack of English. 

In learning English, there are four skills should be mastered 

by the students. They are listening, speaking, reading and writing. 

In listening skill, students have to hear and understand to someone 

who is talking directly or through video or audio. In speaking skill, 

students have to speak out in English. There are several 

components that should be emphasized in speaking skill i.e. 

vocabulary, grammar, fluency, pronunciation and comprehension. 

In reading skill, students learn how to read in English words and 

they must know the most important aspects of reading i.e. 

phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency, punctuation 

and comprehension. Writing skill is quite difficult because it must be 
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corrected in grammar and tenses (wording should be accordance 

with the time happened i.e. Present tense, present continuous 

tense, past tense, past continuous tense, present past tense and 

modals) and also punctuation. 

Apart from those skills, vocabulary has an important role 

than grammar in language learning. As Hashemi (2010:158) 

asserted “without grammar, little can be conveyed; without 

vocabulary, nothing can be conveyed”. It means that to be an 

English master, people should master the vocabulary first and then 

grammar. Therefore, vocabulary is a key to master a language. 

Vocabulary can help students in choosing the right words 

according to what they want to convey. While, mastering of good 

grammar can help students in making correct sentences. Mastering 

vocabulary and grammar can help students in making good and 

correct sentences to be understood easily because by mastering 

vocabulary and grammar students will master four skills of English 

easily. If students have problems in mastering vocabulary, they will 

have a limited understanding in all skills and cannot communicate 

with others. 

According to some facts which were found in the real life, 

most of students have problems in mastering vocabulary. Most of 

them are unable to master vocabulary because of many factors, 

such as: students were unable to master vocabulary because of 
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their laziness in learning. This occurred because teachers lack of 

interesting methods, variation in teaching, motivation and also lack 

of learning facilities (English books, teaching media and other 

supporting facilities). As Zhang (2011:2) noted that vocabulary is a 

great problem, especially for the students in Asian countries. The 

other problems also come from the environment such as students 

have very limited access to English sources, etc . As Eliah and 

Kirain (2014:191) noted that acquiring a second language involves 

different areas as motivation, learner‟s needs, learning 

environment, learning strategies and language awareness.  

The process of teaching and learning English at this school, 

especially to 7th grade students was based on curriculum 13 and for 

8th and 9th graders used educational unit level curriculum. English 

learning process in this school is using scientific method, where the 

students were divided into groups. Each group consisted of 5/6 

person. Each group was selected by teacher and being among 

united smart, medium and slow learners. So, the students were 

able to work together in answering the questions. In this scientific 

method, the teacher explain the materials by using various media 

as needed then students will observe and make questions related 

to the material that has been described and then they will answer 

the questions. When all groups have answered the questions, each 

group should present the answers in front of the class to other 
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groups. At the end of learning, teacher and students concluded the 

result of the group discussion. So, this step will produce a concept 

as a learning result.   

According to Government Regulation of Education and 

Culture No. 81A 2013, the learning process consists of five main 

learning activities namely; observing, questioning, gathering 

information/experiments, associating/processing information, and 

communicating. In observing process, students are expected to be 

able to observe what the teacher presents such as videos, films and 

pictures that related to material and also what to do, when the 

teacher does the simulation. After observing, students formulate 

questions on what has been displayed by teacher. The purpose of 

questioning is students will pay more attention to what they have 

observed.  

In gathering, students have questions gained through the 

observation then they have to collect information to answer the 

questions that have been made. The information can be obtained 

from various learning sources such as books, library studies, 

internet, etc. In this stage, students are required to actively 

cooperate in the group. In associating/processing information, each 

student of the group share the task to associate or develop the 

information that has been obtained with aims to answer the 

questions and display it in group reports. In communicating, 
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students are expected to be able to communicate with other groups 

about information that has been through in each group presented 

the answer of their questions. This is the essence of scientific 

method i.e. students are expected to exchange information with 

other groups. So that, it will create a condition of active students 

and make them as subjects of learning. 

For the purpose of this study, the writer is willing to choose 

SMPN Satu Atap Fatumetan, NTT as her location of the research 

since the writer is interested to discuss problems in the area in the 

process of learning English. Specifically, she wants to find out 

problems of mastering vocabulary faced by 7th grade students of 

SMPN Satu Atap Fatumetan, entitled “PROBLEMS IN 

MASTERING ENGLISH VOCABULARY FACED BY SEVENTH 

GRADE STUDENTS OF SMPN SATU ATAP FATUMETAN, NTT”. 

 

B. Focus of the Problem 

Based on the background of the problem described above, 

there are several focus that will become the basis for the writer to 

describe her study as follows: 

1. How is students‟ ability in mastering vocabulary by the 7th grade 

students of SMP N 1 Atap Fatumetan in mastering vocabulary? 

2. What are the problems faced by 7th grade students of SMPN 1 

Atap Fatumetan in mastering vocabulary? 
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C. Limitation of the Problem 

In order to avoid expansion in the discussion of this 

paper the writer limits her problem and focuses on the 

problems in mastering English vocabulary faced by the 7th grade 

students of SMPN Satu Atap Fatumetan, NTT. 

 

D. The Objectives of the Study 

Based on the problem of the research above, the writer 

stated the objectives of the study below; 

1. To know the students’ ability in mastering English 

vocabulary. 

2. To find out problems faced by students 7thgrade of SMP N 1 

Atap Fatumetan in mastering English vocabulary. 

 

E. The Significance of the Study 

1. Students 

This research is expected to give some information to 

students that vocabulary is one of the important things in 

learning English because by mastering vocabulary they will 

master the four skills of English. 
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2. Teachers  

This research is expected to give more concern to 

teachers to create interesting learning strategies to solve 

problems in mastering vocabulary faced by students. 

3. Parents  

This research is expected to give knowledge to parents to 

know their children ability and problems faced by these children 

in learning English. 

4. Writer 

This research is expected to the writer in enlarge the 

writer‟s knowledge in finding the problems in mastering English 

vocabulary faced by students at seventh grade of SMPN Satu 

Atap Fatumetan, NTT. The knowledge will help her in teaching 

after graduating from university and also improve her ability in 

conducting a research and develop her writing ability. 

5. Other researchers 

The results of this study can be used as a reference for 

further research activities or the next researcher to develop this 

research better. 

 

 

 

 

 



9 
 

CHAPTER II 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

A. The Description of the Theories 

1. Vocabulary 

According to Oxford advanced dictionary (2010:1662), 

vocabulary is all the words that person knows or uses. So, 

vocabulary is one of an important element in learning English 

because without mastering vocabulary, someone will be 

difficult to learn a language. Vocabulary is the total number 

of the words which make up a language (Hornby, 2002:  6). 

By mastering vocabulary, the four language skills in 

English the students will be easy to understand what they 

listen and read. Henry and Pongrantz (2006:246), pointed 

out that “mastering a language means being able to 

comprehend the vocabulary and its phonological system 

both in speech and in writing”. Vocabulary is the basic 

competence because no matter how well students learn 

grammar, no matter how well the sounds of English is 

mastered but without mastering vocabulary communication 

in English is nothing. 

According to Zhilong (2000: 18), Vocabulary is central 

to language and of critical importance to typical language 
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learner without a sufficient vocabulary; one cannot 

communication effectively or express his ideas in both oral 

and written form. In addition, vocabulary used to express 

ideas or opinions by learners. Therefore, vocabulary plays a 

very important role in learning a language. Vocabulary 

learning is one of the major challenges foreign language 

learners face during the process of learning a language 

(Ghazal, 2007). 

From the definition above, it can be concluded that 

vocabulary is the basic thing to learn a language. It refers 

towards that can be used by individual learners to know the 

meaning and using those words to express ideas or opinion 

with others. That is the reason why vocabulary is a very 

important tool to master a language. 

2. Kinds of Vocabulary 

According to Harmer, (2001: 6) there are many kinds 

of vocabulary i.e: 

a. Synonym   

Synonym is a word which different in writing but it 

has same meaning (for example gift-present, hard-strong, 

helpful-beneficial, honest-truthful, ill-sick, etc).  
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b. Antonym 

Antonym is a word which is opposite in meaning 

and also writing (for example accept-refuse, always-

never, big-small, beautiful-ugly, dark-light, etc). 

c. Polysemy 

Polysemy means words which have two or more 

related meaning (Tyler and Evans, 2001: 95). It has very 

closely related senses or meanings in a word (for 

example we had a good time yesterday, buy me a good 

banana, that shoe is good for hiking). In each case, good 

has different meaning. 

d. Homonym 

Homonym is a word that shares the same form but 

has unrelated meaning (Thornbury, 2002: 8). It means that 

the words has same spelling and pronouncing but has 

different meaning, for example: kind (type)-kind (caring), 

pound (unit of weight)-pound (to beat), tire (to grow 

fatigued)-tire (part of a wheel), tender (gentle)-tender (to 

pay money), mean (average)-mean (not nice), air 

(oxygen)-air (a lilting tune),spring (season)-spring (coiled 

metal), etc. 
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e. Homophone 

Homophone is a word that has same or similar 

pronunciation but different spelling and meaning (Joshi, 

2014). It assumed that there are two or more words with 

same pronunciation but it has different meaning, for 

example: sent-cent, flower-flour, find-fined, ant-aunt, 

board-bored, by-buy, cell-sell, disc-disk, heal-heel, see-

sea, bare-bear, die-dye, hour-our, eye-I, hear-here, hole-

whole, suite-sweet, son-sun, etc. 

f. Definition  

Definition is a statement of the meaning of a term 

(a word, phrase, or other set of symbols). 

According to Finocchiaro in Hiebertand Kamil, (2005:167-

169) categorized vocabulary into two kinds, namely:  

1) Active Vocabulary  

Active vocabulary are words that learners 

understand and pronounce correctly and used 

constructively in speaking and writing or called as 

productive vocabulary. Productive vocabulary can be 

addressed as an active process, because the learners 

can produce the words to express their thoughts to 

others (Webb, 2005).  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Word
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phrase
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Symbol
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2) Passive Vocabulary  

Passive vocabulary are words that learners 

recognize and understand when they occur in a 

context but they cannot produce and also cannot be 

used in speaking and writing or called as receptive 

vocabulary. It is vocabulary that learners recognize 

when they see or meet in reading text but do not use it 

in speaking and writing (Webb, 2009). 

Widjaja, (2002:11) cited in Syarifudin, Marbun 

and Novita (2014) proposed vocabulary which is 

divided into functional words and content as follows. 

a) Functional Words  

Functional words are mainly used to 

express grammatical or structural relationship with 

other words in a sentence. Function words 

include determiners (the, that), conjunctions (and, 

but), preposition (in, of), pronouns (she, they), 

auxiliary verbs (be, have), modals (may, could), 

and quantifiers (some, both). 

b) Content Words  

Content words are used to express cultural 

content that consist of nouns, verbs, adjectives, 

https://www.thoughtco.com/determiner-in-grammar-1690442
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and adverbs, making up the largest part of 

vocabulary.  

3. Vocabulary Mastery 

Mastery is a great knowledge about or understanding 

of a particular thing (Oxford Advance Learner‟s Dictionary 

7th Edition, 2005:944). Vocabulary is one of the language 

aspects that must be learned by the learners. A person said 

to „know„ a word if he/she can recognize the meaning of a 

word when he/she sees it (Cameron, 2001: 75). It means 

that, in learning vocabulary learners should know the 

meaning and also understand the words. 

According to John (2000: 16), vocabulary is the 

knowledge involves knowing the meanings of the words; 

therefore, the purpose of a vocabulary test is to find out 

whether the learners can match each word with synonym, a 

dictionary – tape definition, or an equivalent word in their 

own language. It means that, learners should know the 

meaning of each word and they can produce sentences 

either in spoken or written text.  

4. The Importance of Vocabulary Mastery 

Vocabulary is an important thing used in a 

communication. If someone wants to communicate with other 

people in a particular language, he or she must master the 
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vocabulary of the language first, so that communication 

between them runs smoothly. That is why vocabulary 

knowledge is often viewed as a critical tool for second 

language learners because a limited vocabulary in a second 

language impedes successful communication. In English as 

a second language (ESL) and English as a foreign language 

(EFL), learning vocabulary items play a vital role in all 

language skills (i.e. listening, speaking, reading, and writing 

(Nation, 2011).  

Nation (2001) further described the relationship 

between vocabulary knowledge and language use as 

complementary: knowledge of vocabulary enables language 

use and, conversely, language use leads to an increasing in 

vocabulary knowledge. As Maximo (2000) stated, there are 

many reasons for devoting attention to vocabulary. “First, a 

large vocabulary is of course essential for mastery of a 

language. Second, language acquirers know this; they carry 

dictionaries with them, not grammar books, and regularly 

report that the lack of vocabulary is a major problem‟‟. 

 Based on the explanation above, it can be said that 

vocabulary is the most important factor in learning and 

teaching English as a foreign language even all languages. 

Thus, in learning English, learners should master vocabulary 
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because it makes them easier to learn the language skills 

such as listening, speaking, reading and writing. It means 

that teachers should have interesting method to make 

students interest and easily learning English vocabulary. 

5. Vocabulary Development 

There are many ways to develop vocabulary such as 

reading English books, comics, listen to the music, etc. As 

Freeman (2000: 9-21) explained, there are several ways to 

develop vocabulary mastery, namely: 

a. Translation of literary passage  

Students translate a reading passage from the 

largest language into their native language. The reading 

passage focused for several classes: vocabulary and 

grammatical structures in the passage are studied in 

subsequent lessons. 

b. Antonym/Synonym  

Students are given one set of words and asked to 

find synonym/antonym in the reading passage. 

c. Fill in the blanks  

Students are given a series of sentences with 

words missing. They fill in the blanks with new vocabulary 

items or with items of a particular grammar type, such as 

preposition or verbs with different tenses. 
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d. Memorization   

Students are given lists of target language 

vocabulary words and their native language equivalents 

and are ask to memorize them. 

e. Use words in sentences  

In order to show that students understand the 

meaning and the use of a new vocabulary item, they 

make up sentences in which they use the new words.  

f. Composition   

The teacher gives the students a topic to write 

about in the target language. The topic is based upon 

some aspects of the reading passage of the lesson. 

Sometimes, instead of creating a composition, students 

are asked to prepare a precise of the reading passage.  

Langan (1992: 422) mentioned that there are three 

ways of developing word power (vocabulary 

development): 

1) Regular reading  

Through reading, the students will learn words 

by encountering them a number of times in a variety 

of sentences. 
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2) Word sheets  

Vocabulary word sheets are another means of 

vocabulary development. Word sheet is a paper 

listing of words for students to learn. So teacher will 

prepare the listing of words in papers and give to 

students to learn it based on their needs. 

3) Vocabulary study books  

A third way to increase the students‟ word 

power is to use vocabulary study books. Many 

vocabulary books and programs are available for 

students to learn. 

6. Vocabulary Levels 

There are three levels of vocabulary i.e. basic, 

intermediate and advanced vocabulary. 

a. Basic vocabulary 

Basic vocabulary refers to the words which are 

easy and simple find around, for example names of 

animals, fruits, things in the classroom, etc. 

b. Intermediate vocabulary 

Intermediate vocabulary refers to the words that 

are more difficult than basic vocabulary, for example the 

names foods, clothes, parts of body, travelling, 
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governments, etc. In this case, students can use 

dictionary to find the words and meanings. 

c. Advanced vocabulary 

Advanced vocabulary refers to the words which 

are more difficult than intermediate vocabulary, for 

example the words used in society, education, economic, 

politics, mass media, and etc. in this case, dictionary will 

be important for students to find out each word related to 

the topic. 

7. Teaching and Learning Vocabulary 

Recent research indicates that teaching vocabulary 

may be problematic because many teachers are not 

confident about the best practice in vocabulary teaching and 

at times do not know where to begin to form an instructional 

emphasis on word learning (Berne & Blachowicz, 2008). 

Teaching words is a crucial aspect in learning a language as 

languages are based on words (Thornbury, 2002). It is 

almost impossible to learn a language without words; even 

communication between human beings is based on words.  

Teaching vocabulary is one of the most discussed 

parts of teaching English as a foreign language. When the 

teaching and learning process takes place, problems would 

appear to the teachers. They have problems of how to teach 
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students in order to gain satisfying results. The teacher 

should prepare and find out the appropriate techniques, 

which will be implemented to the students. A good teacher 

should prepare himself or herself with various and up-to-date 

techniques. Teachers need to be able to master the material 

in order to be understood by students, and make them 

interested and happy in the teaching and learning process in 

the classroom.  

The teachers should concern that teaching vocabulary 

is something new and different from student‟s native 

language. They also have to take into account that teaching 

English for young learners are different from adults. The 

teachers have to know the characteristics of his\her learners. 

They more over need to prepare good techniques and 

suitable materials in order to gain the target of language 

teaching.  

Sunarti (2010:9) stated that vocabulary means a 

group of words, which have been mastered by the students 

after the process of teaching and learning. It means that in 

teaching and learning process students must be able to 

master vocabulary. Therefore, in teaching and learning the 

teacher must have an interesting method to make students 

interest and enjoy while learning. However, students must re-
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learn material that has been taught by the teacher especially 

for vocabulary. In this case, parents also play a very 

important role in encouraging their children to study hard 

when they are at home. 

8. Problems in Mastering Vocabulary 

There are several problems in teaching and learning 

English. The problems come from teachers and also 

students. Sometimes students get difficult in learning 

vocabulary because of laziness, they assumed English is 

difficult subject. Sometimes teachers are lack of teaching 

media and interesting method. 

Here are several factors that make words are difficult 

to master, such as: 

a. Pronunciation 

Pronunciation refers to the production of sounds 

that person use to make meaning. It includes attention to 

the particular sounds of a language (segments), aspects 

of speech beyond the level of the individual sound, such 

as intonation, phrasing, stress, timing, rhythm (supra 

segmental aspects), how the voice is projected (voice 

quality) and, in its broadest definition, attention to 

gestures and expressions that are closely related to the 

way people speak a language. 
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English words are a little bit difficult to pronounce 

for the learners, since the written words are different from 

their sounds to certain words, a word can have two or 

three ways of pronunciation and each has its own 

meaning. Yet many adult learners find pronunciation as 

one of the most difficult aspects of English to acquire, and 

need explicit help from the teacher (Morley 1994; Fraser 

2000). 

b. Spelling 

Spelling is a process or activity or naming the 

letters of a word. It means that learners should know well 

the sounds of each alphabet. 

c. Length and complexity 

Length words seems difficult to learn from the 

short one because short one is simple and easy to 

pronounce than the length one. 

d. Meaning  

Learners sometimes get confuse knowing the 

meaning of words because in English meaning of words 

will be changes according to the sentence 

e. Range, connotation and idiomatic 

Range, connotation, and idiomatic seem to be the 

easier one in learning vocabulary but also as the hardest 
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one to do because learning vocabulary does not only 

learn the meanings of word but also the pronunciation, 

grammatical and etc. 

9. English Language Learning and Teaching 

English language teaching and learning process 

conducted at SMPN Satu Atap Fatumetan according to 

curriculum 13 for 7thgrade and educational unit level 

curriculum for 8th and 9th grades. Although 8th and 9th 

grades used educational unit level curriculum but they still 

use method of curriculum 13 as used by 7th grade i.e. 

scientific method.  

The curriculum 13 develops the spiritual attitudes, 

social attitudes, knowledge, and skills of learners. The 

principles of learning activities with a scientific approach of 

curriculum 13 namely:  

a. Learners are facilitated to find out information based on 

their needs. 

b. Learners learn from a variety of learning sources. 

c. The learning process uses a scientific approach. 

d. Competency-based learning. 

e. Integrated learning. 

f. Learning that emphasizes divergent answers that have 

multi-dimensional truths. 
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g. Applicative skill-based learning. 

h. Improvement of balance, continuity, and linkage between 

hard-skills and soft-skills. 

i. Learning that prioritizes the culture and empowerment of 

learners as lifelong learners. 

j. Learning that implements values by giving exemplary, 

building willingness, and developing the creativity of 

learners in the learning process. 

k. Learning taking place at home, at school, and in the 

community. 

l. Utilization of information and communication technology 

to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of learning. 

m. Recognition of individual differences and the cultural 

background of learners. 

n. The atmosphere of learning is fun and challenging. 

Scientific method of curriculum 13 consists of five 

main learning activities namely; observing, questioning, 

gathering information/experiments, associating/processing 

information, and communicating. In observing, students read, 

listen or see without or with tools to identify what they want to 

know and then they ask questions to what they do not 

understand or ask question to get more information about 

what was observed. In gathering information/experiments, 
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students collecting information from another sources as 

books, library studies, internet, etc. After collecting 

information, they will develop the information to be discussed 

with others and get feedback from others. In scientific 

method, teachers divided students into several 

groups/individual to discuss the material to be studied 

accordance with the indicators to be achieved. 

However, the achievement of English at SMPN Satu 

Atap Fatumetan is quite less because school still lack of 

learning facilities (English books, teaching media and other 

supporting facilities). The other problems also come from the 

environment such as students have very limited access to 

English sources, etc. It is because of they are still lived in the 

village which far away from the city.  

 

B. Theoretical Framework 

Vocabulary is one of an important aspect in learning a 

language. If learners are lack of vocabulary, they will be difficult 

to build communication and understand another aspect of 

language. As in English, if the learners master the vocabulary 

well it will be easier for them to master the four skills of English 

i.e. listening, speaking, reading and writing. 
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The acquisition of sufficient vocabulary is things that are 

important in the use of foreign language because without 

extensive vocabulary, learners will not be able to use grammars 

and language functions that they have learned for extensive 

communication. Vocabulary has an important role in the English 

teaching program. Vocabulary appears in every teaching of four 

English skills and also aspects of language from phonology and 

structure. This means that vocabulary mastery is an important 

part of learning a foreign language. Therefore, vocabulary 

teaching should be a high priority in teaching English. 

For the purpose of this study, the writer is willing to 

choose SMPN Satu Atap Fatumetan, NTT as her location of the 

research since the writer is interested to discuss problems in this 

area (especially in this school) in the process of learning 

English. Specifically, she wants to find out problems of 

mastering vocabulary faced by 7th grade students of SMPN satu 

Atap Fatumetan, NTT. 
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CHAPTER III 

METHODS AND PROCEDURES 

 

A. Time and Place of the Study 

This research was conducted for about 6 months. It was 

started from January 3rd 2018 until July 3rd 2018. The writer did 

her research at SMPN Satu Atap Fatumetan, NTT. 

 

B. Method of the Study 

The method used in this research was descriptive 

qualitative method. It is a method to investigate object that 

cannot be measured by numbers. Descriptive research is a 

research that describes events, phenomenon and 

circumstances that occur in the present. Denzin and Lincoln 

(2000) claimed that qualitative research involves an interpretive 

and naturalistic approach: “This means that qualitative 

researchers study things in their natural settings, attempting to 

make sense of, or to interpret, phenomena in terms of the 

meanings people bring to them” (p. 3). 

In this study, the writer try to find out students‟ ability in 

mastering vocabulary, students‟ problems in mastering 

vocabulary and how both students and teachers solved 

problems in mastering vocabulary. 
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C. Subject of the Study 

The subject of this research was all seventh grade 

students of SMPN Satu Atap Fatumetan registered in academic 

year of 2018-2019. There were two classes in this grade i.e. 

grade 7A and 7B. The writer decided to involve both classes as 

the participants of this research which consisted of 47 students: 

class 7A (26 students) and class 7B (21 students). 

 

D. Techniques of Collecting the Data 

In collecting the data, the writer used several instruments 

as follows:  

1. Questionnaire 

Questionnaire was used by the writer to measure 

about students‟ activity and problems in learning vocabulary. 

Questionnaire is one of the data collection instruments that 

can be used in qualitative and quantitative research. The 

questionnaire is closed-ended questions so the writer asked 

the students to fill out a given questionnaire and they must 

answer the questions according to what they experience or 

feel during the learning vocabulary. According to Brown 

(2001:p.6) in Dornyei and Taguchi (2010:p.4) questionnaires 

are any written instruments that present respondents with a 
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series of questions or statements to which they are to react 

either by writing out their answers or selecting from among 

existing answers. The following scales were used to indicate 

the frequency of the usage of each question:  

0 = Never 

1 = Rarely 

2 = Sometimes 

3 = Usually 

4 = Always 

2. Observation 

Observation was used by the writer to observe the 

students in classroom while learning English vocabulary. In 

depth observation, the writer focused on how the students 

learned vocabulary and how far their achievement in 

mastering vocabulary. Besides, the writer also observed 

teachers in order to know directly how the teachers 

delivered the materials and what method did they applied. 

The observation sheet enriches data analysis since it 

designed to understand the context when the situation took 

place (Cohen, Mannion, Morrison 2000:305). 
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E. Techniques of Analyzing the Data 

Data analysis is the process of organizing and sorting 

data into patterns, categories and sets of basic descriptions to 

be confirmed to the hypothesis.  Meleong (2007:248) said that 

qualitative data analysis is the effort made by working on the 

data, organizing the data, choosing those data into units 

manageable synthesizing, searching and finding what is to be 

learned, and deciding what to be published.  

In this research, the data were analysed descriptively. 

The data were taken from both depth observation and 

questionnaire.  
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CHAPTER IV 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS 

 

A. The Description of the Data 

  The data of this study resulted from the questionnaire 

of problems on mastering vocabulary faced by seventh grade 

students. This questionnaire was distributed into two classes 

i.e. VIIA and VIIB consisted of 47 students of SMPN Satu Atap 

Fatumetan, NTT. The description of the data can be seen in 

the following tables: 

1. The statement: “In my opinion, English is one of the 

most difficult subjects”. 

No The options Total Percentage 

1 Always  6 13% 

2 Usually 15 32% 

3 Sometimes 21 45% 

4 Rarely  5 10% 

5 Never 0 0% 

Total 47 100% 

 

It can be seen that from 47 students, 6 students 

(13%) chose always, 15 students (32%) chose usually, 21 
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students (45%) chose sometimes, 5 students (10%) chose 

rarely and 0 students (0%) chose never. 

2. The statement: “I realize how important English 

language for my future because as is one an 

international language”. 

No The options Total Percentage 

1 Always  12 26% 

2 Usually 26 55% 

3 Sometimes 7 15% 

4 Rarely  1 2% 

5 Never 1 2% 

Total 47 100% 

 

It can be seen that from 47 students, 12 students 

(26%) chose always, 26 students (55%) chose usually, 7  

students (15%) chose sometimes, 1 students 2%) chose 

rarely and 1 students (2%) chose never.  

3. The statement: “I am very enthusiastic in learning 

English vocabulary because it is fun”. 

No The options Total Percentage 

1 Always  4 9% 

2 Usually 15 32% 

3 Sometimes 18 38% 
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4 Rarely  8 17% 

5 Never 2 4% 

Total 47 100% 

 

It can be seen that from 47 students, 4 students (9%) 

chose always, 15 students (32%) chose usually, 18  

students (38%) chose sometimes, 8 students 17%) chose 

rarely and 2 students (4%) chose never.  

4. The statement: “I use bilingual dictionary (Indonesia-

English & English-Indonesia)”. 

No The options Total Percentage 

1 Always  19 40% 

2 Usually 9 19% 

3 Sometimes 7 15% 

4 Rarely  8 17% 

5 Never 4 9% 

Total 47 100% 

 

It can be seen that from 47 students, 19 students 

(40%) chose always, 9 students (19%) chose usually, 7 

students (15%) chose sometimes, 8 students (17%) chose 

rarely and 4 students (9%) chose never.  
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5. The statement: “I use the dictionary to find out the 

word pronunciation”. 

No The options Total Percentage 

1 Always  12 26% 

2 Usually 2 4% 

3 Sometimes 11 23% 

4 Rarely  22 47% 

5 Never 0 0% 

Total 47 100% 

  

It can be seen that from 47 students, 12 students 

(26%) chose always, 2 students (4%) chose usually, 11 

students (23%) chose sometimes, 22 students (47%) chose 

rarely and 0 students (0%) chose never.  

6. The statement: “I use the dictionary to find only the word 

meaning”.  

No The options Total Percentage 

1 Always  9 19% 

2 Usually 28 60% 

3 Sometimes 8 17% 

4 Rarely  1 2% 

5 Never 1 2% 

Total 47 100% 
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It can be seen that from 47 students, 9 students 

(19%) chose always, 28 students (60%) chose usually, 8 

students (17%) chose sometimes, 1 students (2%) chose 

rarely and 1 students (2%) chose never.  

7. The statement: “I ask teacher to create unknown word 

into a sentence to help me understand the word 

meaning”. 

No The options Total Percentage 

1 Always  6 13% 

2 Usually 5 11% 

3 Sometimes 25 53% 

4 Rarely  9 19% 

5 Never 2 4% 

Total 47 100% 

 

It can be seen that from 47 students, 6 students 

(13%) chose always, 5 students (11%) chose usually, 25 

students (53%) chose sometimes, 9 students (19%) chose 

rarely and 2 students (4%) chose never.  
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8. The statement: “I use illustrated pictures in the 

textbook to find the word meanings”. 

No The options Total Percentage 

1 Always  3 6% 

2 Usually 5 11% 

3 Sometimes 15 32% 

4 Rarely  7 15% 

5 Never 17 36% 

Total 47 100% 

 

It can be seen that from 47 students, 3 students (6%) 

chose always, 5 students (11%) chose usually, 15 students 

(32%) chose sometimes, 7 students (15%) chose rarely and 

17 students (36%) chose never.  
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9. The statement: “To remember a word, I practice a new 

word repeatedly”. 

No The options Total Percentage 

1 Always  6 13% 

2 Usually 4 9% 

3 Sometimes 19 40% 

4 Rarely  9 19% 

5 Never 9 19% 

Total 47 100% 

It can be seen that from 47 students, 6 students 

(13%) chose always, 4 students (9%) chose usually, 19 

students (40%) chose sometimes, 9 students (19%) chose 

rarely and 9 students (19%) chose never.  

10. The statement: “To remember a word, I write it 

repeatedly”. 

No The options Total Percentage 

1 Always  4 9% 

2 Usually 9 19% 

3 Sometimes 20 42% 

4 Rarely  5 11% 

5 Never 9 19% 

Total 47 100% 
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It can be seen that from 47 students, 4 students (9%) 

chose always, 9 students (9%) chose usually, 20 students 

(42%) chose sometimes, 5 students (11%) chose rarely and 

9 students (19%) chose never.  

 

11. The statement : “I have a vocabulary note book to list 

down new word”. 

No The options Total Percentage 

1 Always  28 60% 

2 Usually 14 30% 

3 Sometimes 3 6% 

4 Rarely  2 4% 

5 Never 0 0% 

Total 47 100% 

 

It can be seen that from 47 students, 28 students 

(60%) chose always, 14 students (30%) chose usually, 3 

students (6%) chose sometimes, 2 students (4%) chose 

rarely and 4 students (9%) chose never.  
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12. The statement: “I know which words are important for 

me to learn”. 

No The options Total Percentage 

1 Always  4 9% 

2 Usually 3 6% 

3 Sometimes 19 40% 

4 Rarely  13 28% 

5 Never 8 17% 

Total 47 100% 

It can be seen that from 47 students, 4 students (9%) 

chose always, 3 students (6%) chose usually, 19 students 

(40%) chose sometimes, 13 students (28%) chose rarely 

and 8 students (17%) chose never.  

13. The statement: “I ask my classmate about the word 

meaning”. 

No The options Total Percentage 

1 Always  7 15% 

2 Usually 7 15% 

3 Sometimes 20 42% 

4 Rarely  13 28% 

5 Never 0 0% 

Total 47 100% 
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It can be seen that from 47 students, 7 students 

(15%) chose always, 7 students (15%) chose usually, 20 

students (42%) chose sometimes, 13 students (28%) chose 

rarely and 0 students (0%) chose never.  

14. The statement: “I take note of the word usages 

(example sentences, part of speech, etc)”. 

No The options Total Percentage 

1 Always  4 9% 

2 Usually 3 6% 

3 Sometimes 22 47% 

4 Rarely  3 6% 

5 Never 15 32% 

Total 47 100% 

 

It can be seen that from 47 students, 4 students (9%) 

chose always, 3 students (6%) chose usually, 22 students 

(47%) chose sometimes, 3 students (6%) chose rarely and 

15 students (32%) chose never.  

15. The statement : “I look up words that I’m interested in”. 

No The options Total Percentage 

1 Always  8 17% 

2 Usually 11 23% 

3 Sometimes 13 28% 
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4 Rarely  10 21% 

5 Never 5 11% 

Total 47 100% 

 

It can be seen that from 47 students, 8 students 

(40%) chose always, 14 students (19%) chose usually, 13 

students (28%) chose sometimes, 7 students (15%) chose 

rarely and 5 students (11%) chose never.  

16. I find difficulty in pronouncing the words because 

written words are different from their sounds. 

No The options Total Percentage 

1 Always  24 51% 

2 Usually 19 40% 

3 Sometimes 4 9% 

4 Rarely  0 0% 

5 Never 0 0% 

Total 47 100% 

 

It can be seen that from 47 students, 24 students 

(51%) chose always, 19 students (40%) chose usually, 4 

students (9%) chose sometimes, 0 students (0%) chose 

rarely and 0 students (0%) chose never.  

 



42 
 

17. The statement: “I find difficulty in spelling word”. 

No The options Total Percentage 

1 Always  29 62% 

2 Usually 15 32% 

3 Sometimes 3 6% 

4 Rarely  0 0% 

5 Never 0 0% 

Total 47 100% 

 

It can be seen that from 47 students, 29 students 

(62%) chose always, 15 students (32%) chose usually, 3 

students (6%) chose sometimes, 0 students (0%) chose 

rarely and 0 students (0%) chose never.  

18. The statement: “I get confuse on knowing the words 

meaning because it will be changes according to the 

sentence”. 

No The options Total Percentage 

1 Always  29 62% 

2 Usually 11 23% 

3 Sometimes 5 11% 

4 Rarely  1 2% 

5 Never 1 2% 

Total 47 100% 
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It can be seen that from 47 students, 29 students 

(62%) chose always, 11 students (23%) chose usually, 5 

students (11%) chose sometimes, 1 students (2%) chose 

rarely and 2 students (2%) chose never.  

19. The statement: “I feel more focus on memorizing 

grammar formulas than vocabulary”. 

No The options Total Percentage 

1 Always  4 9% 

2 Usually 20 42% 

3 Sometimes 15 32% 

4 Rarely  5 11% 

5 Never 3 6% 

Total 47 100% 

 

It can be seen that from 47 students, 4 students (9%) 

chose always, 20 students (42%) chose usually, 15 

students (32%) chose sometimes, 5 students (11%) chose 

rarely and 3 students (6%) chose never.  
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20. The statement: “I learn words according to my needs 

(daily activity, family three, etc)”. 

No The options Total Percentage 

1 Always  3 6% 

2 Usually 13 28% 

3 Sometimes 21 45% 

4 Rarely  8 17% 

5 Never 2 4% 

Total 47 100% 

 

It can be seen that from 47 students, 3 students (6%) 

chose always, 13 students (28%) chose usually, 21 

students (45%) chose sometimes, 8 students (17%) chose 

rarely and 2 students (4%) chose never.  

21. The statement: “My teacher uses an interesting method 

in teaching vocabulary (games, storytelling, etc). 

No The options Total Percentage 

1 Always  6 13% 

2 Usually 10 21% 

3 Sometimes 25 53% 

4 Rarely  5 11% 

5 Never 1 2% 

Total 47 100% 



45 
 

It can be seen that from 47 students, 6 students 

(13%) chose always, 10 students (21%) chose usually, 

25students (53%) chose sometimes, 5 students (11%) 

chose rarely and 1 students (2%) chose never.  

22. The statement : “My teacher uses real media in 

teaching vocabulary”. 

No The options Total Percentage 

1 Always  4 9% 

2 Usually 8 17% 

3 Sometimes 11 23% 

4 Rarely  4 9% 

5 Never 20 42% 

Total 47 100% 

 

It can be seen that from 47 students, 4 students (9%) 

chose always, 8 students (17%) chose usually, 11 students 

(23%) chose sometimes, 4 students (9%) chose rarely and 

20 students (42%) chose never.  
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23. The statement : “My teacher taught vocabulary in 

various ways, so I paid close attention. 

No The options Total Percentage 

1 Always  8 17% 

2 Usually 2 4% 

3 Sometimes 16 34% 

4 Rarely  9 19% 

5 Never 12 26% 

Total 47 100% 

 

It can be seen that from 47 students, 8 students 

(17%) chose always, 2 students (4%) chose usually, 16 

students (34%) chose sometimes, 9 students (19%) chose 

rarely and 12 students (26%) chose never. 

24. The statement: “My teacher motivates me to learn 

vocabulary”. 

No The options Total Percentage 

1 Always  6 13% 

2 Usually 11 23% 

3 Sometimes 15 32% 

4 Rarely  10 21% 

5 Never 5 11% 

Total 47 100% 
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It can be seen that from 47 students, 6 students 

(13%) chose always, 11 students (23%) chose usually, 15 

students (32%) chose sometimes, 10 students (21%) chose 

rarely and 5 students (11%) chose never.  

25. The statement: School provides adequate facilitaty for 

my English learning (English books, teaching media, 

etc). 

No The options Total Percentage 

1 Always  6 13% 

2 Usually 1 2% 

3 Sometimes 23 49% 

4 Rarely  15 32% 

5 Never 2 4% 

Total 47 100% 

 

It can be seen that from 47 students, 6 students 

(13%) chose always, 1 students (2%) chose usually, 23  

students (49%) chose sometimes, 15 students 32%) chose 

rarely and 2 students (4%) chose never.  

 

 

 



48 
 

B. The Results of Analysis Data 

   Based on the description of the data above, the total 

responses of the students toward the questionnaire can be 

summarized in the following graphic: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graphic 4.1 
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SMPN Satu Atap Fatumetan Students’ Responses on 

Problems of Mastering English Vocabulary Questionnaire. 

 

Graphic 4.2 

The Highest and Lowest of SMPN Satu Atap Fatumetan 

Students’ Responses on Problems of Mastering English 

Vocabulary Questionnaire. 

Based on the questionnaire distributed to seventh grade 

students‟ of SMPN Satu Atap Fatumetan, it can be summarized 

that the first graphic showed percentage of students answer for 

each number of questionnaire. The second graphic showed the 

answer of five options from number 1 until number 25, there are 

22% chose always, 23% chose usually, 31% chose sometimes, 

15% chose rarely and 10% chose never.  
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C. Interpretations  

The result of observation indicated the same result as 

the questionnaire. The writer found that almost of the students 

have problems in mastering English vocabulary. First, most of 

the students still assumed that English subject is one of the 

difficult subjects to learn so that they were lazy to learn English 

vocabulary. Second, the students faced problems in 

pronouncing the words because English pronunciation is one of 

the most difficult skills and must be done repeatedly in order to 

make sure that the words were pronounced correctly. As 

Garcia (2007) said: English pronunciation is one of the most 

difficult skills to acquire and learners should spend lots of time 

to improve their pronunciation. As known, that pronunciation is 

one of difficult thing in learning vocabulary. Students had 

difficulty in pronounced the words because they had never 

practiced to spoke to their friends that they have learned new 

words and written words are spoken differently, for example: 

when they pronounced the words, such as: knife, island, 

scissors, talk, school, etc. They understand that those words 

contain silent letters but they do not used to spoke so it is 

difficult for them. This kind of problem becomes problematic 

case to EFL learners also in Fatumetan school. It is caused by 
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the lack of exposing of native speakers sources such as 

listening to English songs, watching movies or videos.  

In learning English words pronunciation, the teacher 

must learn the correct pronunciation so does not 

misrepresented to the students because teacher is an 

important role. If the teacher misrepresented they were 

automatically be wrong because they followed what teacher 

has taught. The teacher must also have a strategy to 

developed students self-awareness as non-native speakers. 

According to Butler-Pascoe and Wiburg (2003), the goals of 

teaching pronunciation are to develop English that is easy to 

understand and not confusing to the listeners, develop English 

that meets persons‟ needs which results in communicative 

competence, help learners to feel more comfortable in using 

English, develop a positive self-awareness as non-native 

speakers in oral communication, develop speech 

consciousness, personal speech monitoring skills and speech 

adjustment strategies that help learners develop in and out of 

the class.  

Third, students faced problems in spelling or writing the 

words because in spelling students were still lack of mastery of 

the alphabets in English while in writing students wrote down 

what they had heard for example “knife” they will write “naif”. It 
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is caused by differences between Indonesian and English 

because the way of writing and reading will be different from 

the Indonesian language. Fourth, students were lack of teacher 

motivation to be more diligent in learning English and it could 

be seen from their environment and background in which they 

needed motivation and guidance to improve their English. The 

school located in the village and people around them do not 

realized how important English is, even the language used in 

daily activities is not Bahasa but mother tongue so it made 

them less motivated. Therefore, English teacher is the first 

person should motivated students realized the important of 

learning English. 

Fifth, teacher was lack of variation or method in teaching 

to make students became enthusiastic in learning English. In 

this case, teacher used conventional method. During the 

lesson, teacher only delivered and explained the material in the 

textbook and then rewrote the vocabulary on the white board to 

find the words meaning and way to pronounced. Sixth, 

Learning facilities of the school were very limited, while were 

learning they had only one textbook as a source, white board 

and marker.  

The writer found another problems while observation 

such as: students faced problem in grammatical form such as 
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affixation. Affixation is a word element of English grammar 

used to alter the meaning or form of a word and comes in the 

form of either a prefix or a suffix. It is hard for students to learn 

prefix and suffix because it is changing in word class and 

sometimes changing the words meaning. Furthermore, 

students got confuse to use the word based on the context. For 

example, the used of word “like”, I look like my father, and I like 

chocolate and would you like to come to my birthday party? 

From those sentences, the word “like” has different meaning in 

each sentence. If it was being translated into Indonesian 

language, “like” in the first sentence means “seperti”, in the 

second sentence means “suka” and in the third sentence 

means “mau”. So, they got confuse in the words meaning and 

how to used. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 

This chapter presents the conclusion and suggestion based on 

finding and discussion of the data analysis. 

 

A. Conclusion   

Based on the theories, findings and analysis, the present study 

arrives at the conclusion. This study revealed that problems in mastering 

vocabulary faced by seventh grade students were various. First, the 

problems faced by students were almost all of them assumed that English 

subject is one of the difficult subjects to learn so that they will be lazy to learn 

English especially vocabulary. Second, students faced problems in 

pronouncing the words because written words are different from the spoken 

one. Third, students faced problems in spelling or writing the words because 

in spelling students still lack of mastery of the alphabet in English while in 

writing students will write down what they have heard. Fourth, students faced 

problem in grammatical form such affixation. Fifth, students got confuse to 

use the word based on the context. Sixth, students were lack of motivation 

from English teacher. Seventh, Teacher was lack of teaching variation or 

method. The last is learning facilities were limited. 
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B. Suggestion 

In this research, there are some suggestions the writer would 

like to suggest related to the result and conclusion. The suggestions 

as follows: 

1. For teacher 

a. Teacher should create an interesting method or variation of 

teaching to make students more passionate and enthusiastic 

in learning English. 

b. Teacher should pay more attention to students at the time of 

teaching because students are still lack of mastery of English. 

c. Teachers should always motivate students to love English 

subject because when they love it, they will try as much as 

possible. 

d. In this study, the writer found problems in mastering 

vocabulary faced by seventh grade students, hopefully this 

becomes a problem guide that will be able to be noticed by the 

teachers and find the best solution to solve. 

2. For students 

a. Pay more attention while learning English because it will be 

useful for your future. 

b. Bring English dictionary while learning to find words meaning, 

pronunciation, etc. 
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c. Write down any vocabulary and memorizing and practice it 

with your friend. 

d. Motivates yourself and always keep on your mind that learning 

English is fun. 

3. For school 

Schools should provide adequate facilities for teachers and 

students so that the learning process can achieve its goals. 
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Appendix 1  Instruments of the Research 
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Appendix 2 Questionnaire of Students’ Responses 
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Appendix 3 Proposal for Doing the Research 
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